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Abstract of JP1 1202609 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To accurately 
detect the residual amount of a toner in a toner 
bottle by constituting a device of an exothermic 
recording medium stuck to a toner replenishing 
container, a thermosensitive heating head for 
recording the amount of the toner on the 
recording medium and a detector detecting the 
reflection density of the medium. SOLUTION: A 
toner bottle to which a label-like reversible 
thermosensitive recording medium A is stuck is 
set in a developing device in a laterally laid 
down state and is rotated as the developing 
device operates. By rotating a thread cutting 
shaft, a holder is moved to detect the 
existence/absence and the position of the 
medium A stuck to the toner bottle by a 
photocoupler in the holder. Furthermore, 
whether the medium A is in a black (semi- 
opaque) state or a white (transparent) state is 
monitored by the photocoupler. When the 
medium A is in the black state, the end of the 
medium A is searched and a thermal head is 
set at the obtained position to start writing 
(recording). Meanwhile, when it is in the white 
state, the thermal head is made in a writable 
state to the medium A. 
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